Frequently Asked Questions

1. Do | need any prior experience to join?

Not at all. Beginners are welcome, and lessons are tailored to your level. Even if you
have never experienced Noh before, you can start from the basics.

2. What exactly will | learn in the lessons?

You will learn utai (Noh chanting) and shimai (dance excerpts from Noh plays). Shimai
only courses are not available.

3. What should | wear for the lessons?

Comfortable clothing that allows easy movement is recommended. For dancing,
white tabi socks are required (you will be lended tabi socks from the theater for your
first lessons).

4. Do | need to bring any special equipment?

A utai book and folding fan are required and must be purchased at your first lesson. A
beginner’s set (beginner’s utai book, folding fan and fan case) is available for 13,000
JPY. For shimai, white tabi socks as well as a folding fan are necessary.

5. How long is each lesson?

Lessons are generally 15-20 minutes, depending on the instructor and content for
that day.

6. How often are lessons held?

Schedules vary by instructor. Some offer weekly lessons, while others may have bi-
weekly or monthly sessions. Please inquire for details.



7. Can | take a trial lesson before committing?

Yes. Trial lessons are available, and we encourage new students to experience the
atmosphere before enrolling.

8. Is there an age limit?

Noh lessons are open to all ages, though children should be accompanied by a
parent or guardian for their first few sessions.

9. Are lessons held in Japanese only?

Most lessons are in Japanese, but instructors can provide basic explanations in
English upon request.

10. Will | be able to perform on stage?

Yes, students may have opportunities to perform in recitals or public events,
depending on their progress and the instructor’s guidance.



